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U«Mti    "COSMETICS  UNDER  THE  NEW  FOOD,  DRUG-,  AMD  COSMETIC  ACT."     Information  from 
the  Food  and  Drag  Administration,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Thirty-five  or  forty  years  ago  the  only  cosmetics  ordinary  women  used  to  any 
Ktent  were  cold  cream  and  face  powder.     Rouge,  lipstick,  fingernail  polish,  eye 
shadow,  eyelash  dyes  and  all  the  rest  of  the  lotions,  creams  and  coloring,  materials 
the  well-groomed  woman  wears  today  were  practically  unknown  except  for  stage  makeup. 

We've  grown  used  to  the  change  in  woman's  appearance,  and  most  of  us  rather 
like  it.    But  even  if  ""beauty  is  only  skin  deep",  we  want  to  be  sure  that  the  cos- 
netics  the  ladies  buy  to  improve  their  looks  are  absolutely  harmless  to  their  skin. 
Lost  of  them  are.    But  once  in  a  while  some  cosmetic  product  appears  on  sale  which 
contains  harmful  ingredients,  either  through  ignorance,  carelessness,  or  a  deliberate 
attempt  to  evade  the  law. 

Our  Washington  reporter  tells  this  time  about  cosmetics  under  the  new  Food, 

Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act.     She  says: 

The  term  'cosmetics'  includeg  'articles  intended  to  be  rubbed,  poured,  sprin- 
kled, or  sprayed  on,  introduced  into,  or  otherwise  applied  to  the  human  body  or  any 
lart  thereof  for  cleansing,  beautifying,  promoting  attractiveness,  or  altering  the 
appearance,  and  articles  intended  for  use  as  a  component  of  any  such  articles;  except 
that  such  term  shall  not  include  soap.'     That  is  the  language  of  the  law.    Under  this 
definition,  you  note,  soap  is  just  soap,  and  does  not  come  under  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  jurisdiction  at  all  unless  some  curative  claim  is  made  for  it  or  un- 
less the  preparation  is  sold  or  represented  under  any  term  other  than  "soap".  But 
toothpaste  is  a  cosmetic,  because  it  is  intended  to  clean  and  beautify  that  part  of 
the  human  body  we  call  the  teeth. 
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The 


requirements  as  to  the  purity,  harmlessnoes    and  correct  labeling  of  cos- 
cetics  are  very  much  like  those  for  foods  and  drugs.     And  the  provisions  of  the  new 
act  made  it  possible  to  seize  immediately,  as  soon  as  the  law  went  into  effect,  any 
dangerous  cosmetic  products  capable  of  causing  serious  injury.     Within  3  weeks  after 
the  Act  was  approved,  interstate  shipments  of  sight-destroying  eyelash  dyes  were 
located  and  seized.    Other  dangerous  cosmetics  whose  seizure  led  to  legal  action  in- 
cluded skin-bleaching  compounds,  lipsticks  containing  cadmium  and  selenium,  and  a 
nole  remover. 

Cosmetics  are  considered  adulterated  when  they  contain  injurious  ingredients. 
They  are  also  considered  adulterated  when  they  contain  filthy  or  decomposed  material, 
such  as  rancid  fats;  or  when  they  have  been  prepared  or  held  under  insanitary  condi- 
tions.   They  are  also  adulterated  if  they  are  put  in  containers  made  even  partially 
of  substances,  like  lead,  for  example,  which  might  render  them  injurious  to  the  user. 

If  coal-tar  colors  are  used  in  cosmetics,  other  than  hair-dyes,  they  must  be 
certified  according  to  certain  regulations.     But  coal-tar  hair-dyes  are  an  exception 
to  this  requirement,  provided  the  label  bears  this  warning,  conspicuously  placed! 
I  quote: 

"Caution—  This  product  contains  ingredients  which  may  cause  skin  irritation 
on  certain  individuals,  and  a  preliminary  test  according  to  accompanying  directions 
should  first  be  made.     This  product  must  not  be  used  for  dyeing  the  eyelashes  or 
°yebrows;  to  do  so  may  cause  blindness." 

3esides  that  caution,  the  label  must  also  give  adequate  directions  for  making 
a  skin  test.     So  if  anyone  feels  it  necessary  to  dye  gray  hair  or  change  the  color 
of  the  hair  in  any  way,  she  should  be  sure  to  see  whether  the  bottle  carries  the 
caution.    And  if  it  does,  make  the  skin  test  before  using  any  of  the  dye.     In  a 
beauty  parlor,  ask  to  see  the  bottle. 

"Hair  dyes,  furthermore,  do  not  include  eyelash  dyes  or  eyebrow  dyes.  No 
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•  oal-tar  color  is  certified  for  use  in  a  product  to  be  applied  to  the  area  of  the 
eye.    Thaff  is,  to  the  eyebrows,  or  the  skin  below  the  eyebrow,  or  the  eyelid,  the  con, 
junctival  sac,  the  eyeball  itself  or  the  soft  tissue  under  the  eye. 

"The  labels  on  cosmetics  must  not  be  false  or  misleading  in  any  particular. 
They  must  be  informative  in  much  the  saine  ways  as  food  labels.     That  is,  give  the 
name  and  place  of  business  of  the  maker,  packer  or  distributor,  and  an  accurate  strto 
cent  of  the  quantity  of  contents  by  weight,  measure,  or  numerical  count.     The  ingre- 
dients do  not  have  to  be  listed  as  in  the  case  of  a  food  or  a  drug.     The  manufacturer 
nust,  however,  comply  with  the  law  in  regard  to  their  harmlessness  and  purity. 

"All  required  statements  must  be  prominently  placed  and  expressed  in  terms 
that  the  ordinary  individual  will  read  and  understand  under  the  customary  conditions 
of  purchase  and  use.    Statements  must  be  in  English,  but  if  the  package  also  contains 
words  in  a  foreign  language,  the  required  statements  shall  also  appear  in  that  for- 
eign language  on  the  label  or  labeling. 

And  one  of  the  most  important  features  of  the  new  law  relates  to  the  contain- 
ers in  which  the  cosmetics  are  packed.     Containers  must  not  be  so  made,  formed,  or 
filled,  as  to  be  misleading.     We  found  that  same  clause  applying  to  foods  and  drugs, 
and  in  the  case  of  cosmetics  it  is  also  enforced.     Many  creams,  powders  and  other 
cosmetics  used  to  be  packed  in  highly  deceptive  boxes  or  .jars,  clearly  intended  to 
make  the  buyer  think  she  was  getting  a  large  amount  for  her  money.     For  example, 
those  opaque  white  jars  for  creams  with  thick  wide  bottoms,  which  were  sometimes  re- 
cessed underneath,  were  among  the  common  offenders.     Boyes  of  powder  were  sold  with 
high  lids  over  a  thin  film  of  powder.     Before  long  all  such  packages  will  have  dis- 
appeared from  our  stores. 

"However,  there  are  so  many  examples  of  these  deceptive  containers  that  I  must 
save  them  for  later.    And  with  that  promise,  our  Washington  correspondent  ends  her 
report  on  cosmetics  under  the  new  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act. 


